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Summary
Impact of Rapid Population Growth

On Labor Force in Egypt (1997-2021)

The employment rate depends on a range of demographic and
economic factors, the most important of which are:

1- Population size, age structure and the rate of annual growth.
2- Characteristics of the labor force and its structure.

From this point of view, this paper will focus mainly on the study
of the level and characteristics of human resources in the form of
labor force, as well as the impact of population increase on the labor
force in the future. Egypt is suffering like most of the developing
countries, from the problem of chronic unemployment. This is due to
rapid population growth on the one hand, and the economic crises, on
the other.

According to the findings and results of the Labor Force Surveys,
the size of the labor force (15 years and over) increased from 17.7
million in 1997 to 25.4 million in 2009 as a result of the increase in
rate of population growth. This leads to the entry of large numbers of
working age people. The high rate of male labor forces more than
three times those of females.

The dependency ratio in Egypt during the study period decreased
from 241 per 100 members of the labor force in 1997 to 200 per 100
members of the labor force in 2009. However, the ratios are still high,
like most of the developing countries. This is turn leads to increase
burden on the State to provide various services such as education,
health and housing.

Egypt's unemployment rate, estimated to be 8.4% in 1997,
increased to 8.9% in 2007 and to 9.3% in 2009 with high
unemployment rate for females (22.9%) than males (5.2%) in 2009.
The same pattern prevails at the level of both urban and rural areas as
a result of the spread of education among women, especially in urban
and reluctant of some employers to hire women for fear of child-care



leave. One of the characteristics of the unemployed that the vast
majority of whom are newly unemployed, they represented 89.7% of
the total unemployed in 1997, the rate rose to 92.1% in 2007 and
decreased to 84.6% in 2009.

The expected labor force estimated by the assumptions of high
fertility, (the fertility rate to 3.5 children per woman) about 30.4
million people in 2017 and 32.6 million in 2021. But according to a
low fertility assumption (the fertility rate to 2.1 children per woman)
the size of the labor forces expected to be about 30.2 million people in
2017 and 32.1 million in 2021. The size of the labor force will
increase by approximately 8 million people during the upcoming 14
years. This increase is due to the continuing increase in population
over that period.

Recommendations:

1- Updating the National Population Policy. In this respect, the
roles of ministries, public organizations, local council and civil
authorities concerned with the population problem should be
activated. C-ordination of the activities of these institutions
ought to be harmonized to achieve the ultimate goal of bringing
down the rate of population and labor force growth.

2- Establishing an information system for the labor force to
monitor unemployment and its various features, as well as the
seasonal change in available job opportunities, both at the
national and local levels.

3- Establishing the National Agency for Employment as was
suggested in the National Program to confront the
unemployment problem. One of the main tasks of this agency is
to develop employment strategies, policies and programs; and
initiate mechanisms of eradicating imbalances between supply
and demand in the labor market.
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Summary

Levels of Urbanization And Its Future Trends in Egypt
During The Period 2006 - 2026

Introduction:

During the past few decades, like most of the developing
countries Egypt has suffered from population problems
including rapid population growth and mal-distribution. The
majority of the population is concentrated in the narrow
strip of the valley and the Delta.

In addition to this, the better living conditions and
availability of services and employment opportunities in
urban areas will lead to higher levels of rural urban
migration.

Therefore it 1s important to study the urban population
growth and it trends over time as one of the main factors of
redistributing population and its related problems.

Objectives of the study:
The present study aims mainly to:
1. Analyze levels of urbanization during the period 1986 -
2006 and its trends up to 2026 at both national and
governorate levels.

2. Examine differentials in population characteristics
according to the last two population censuses of 1996 and
2006 to evaluate the improvements in the population
characteristics during the last decade.

The main data sources of this study are population and
housing Censuses of 1986, 1996 and 2006.



The main findings:

The data analysis showed that:

1. The percentage of urban population increased steadily
during the period 1960 to 1986, declined in 1996 and then
increased again in 2006.

2. The data showed that Cairo represented about more than a
quarter of the urban population in the three censuses,
followed by Alexandria in the second order, Giza in third
one. The three governorates in addition to Qaliubiya
governorate represented more than one half of the total
urban population of Egypt.

3. There are some changes in percentages of urban
population in all governorates except Cairo, Port Said and
Suez governorates which are totally urban.

4. 1t is noted that sex ratio is higher in urban than in rural
areas accompanied with different age structure which
may be due to rural- urban migrants . This is true in the
three censuses.

5. The percentages of population under 15 years of age are
higher in rural than in urban areas and this may be due to
higher fertility levels in rural areas.

6. The data indicated low rates of illiteracy in 2006 than
that in 1996 regardless of sex or place of residence. Also,
there were considerable variations in percentages of those
who are working for cash by sex and place of residence.

-o1.



Recommendations:

The main recommendations could be summarized as

follows:

1. Continuing construction of the new communities

and urban centers and improving infrastructure and
facilities in the existing ones including rural areas in
order to help in reducing rural urban migration.

. Strengthening the decentralization policy of

focusing developmental projects and services over
all the governorates.

. Increasing the investments in the new urban

communities and rural areas to improve
environmental conditions and the availability of
services.

. Developing rural areas adjacent to cities to

improving transportation from and to them.

-oVv.
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Summary
Trends in size & characteristics of
Aging population in Egypt

Studying the demographic phenomena for aging population is of
great important in the society. Since it can reflect the socioeconomic level
of the society through some indicators such as availability of medical
care, social insurance, pension system and extent of participation in labor
market ...etc.

Social, economic and cultural characteristics of aging population is
an important area of the study. Data from the censuses of (1986-2006) of
aging population in Egypt are analyzed in the present paper specifically
on the age distribution of aging population (60 and over) in urban and
rural areas and their characteristics concerning, marital status, age
specific death rates, education level, and labor force structure (industry,

occupation, and employment status).

The result of the study reveals that:

1- The percentage of aging Population was increased from 5.6% in
the census 1986 to 6.1% in the census 2006.The percentage also,
increased between males from 5.6% to 6.1%, and for females from
5.7% to 6.2% in the same period.

2- The percentage of aging population (60+) of males and females in
urban were higher than in rural in the censuses 1996 and 2006 but
in the census 1986 the percentage of females in urban was lower
than in rural. This increasing in the 1996 and 2006 may be duo to
out migration of population less than 60 years old from rural areas
to urban areas, In the 1986 census the percentage of aging
population in rural areas is 5.8 for both males and females, and in

urban areas the percentages was 5.5 but in 2006 census the
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percentage in urban areas is higher than rural areas (6.8 versus 5.6)
respectively.

For projection of aging population, there is an increasing trend in
percentages of aging population by time for both males and
females. Increasing in the aging population might be expected due
to the effect of modernization which in turn leads to declining of
mortality. By the year 2031, the proportion of aging population
would reach to about 11.3% for males and 12.5% for females. The
proportion of females would be higher than that of males in the
period (2006-2031). This trend calls for paying, more attention to
the aging population.

The level of mortality in rural areas was higher than that in urban
areas for both males and females.

The percentage distribution of married aging population is higher
for males than females in 1986 as well as in 1996 and in 2006. This
may be due to the higher rate for remarrying of males than that of
females, and to higher death rate of married males because they are
of ten elder than their spouses this is indicated by higher
percentage of widowed is higher for females than that for males in
1986 as well as in 1996 and 2006.

The education level of aging population by sex in 1986 as well as
in 1996 and in 2006 was very low. The percentage of illiterate
females was higher than that of males, but for read and write, and
for intermediate or university and above categories the percentage
of males was higher than that for females.

Labor force declined by time for male from 42.2% in the year 1986
to 28.1% in the year 2006. There more significant differentials in

participation in the L.f for males & females among aging
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10-

11-

12-

population in two censuses 1986, 2006 (28.1% versus 2.8%
respectively).
The age dependency ratio for aging population decreased from
10.5% in the year 1986 to 9.8 in the year 2006.
The percentage distribution of L.F for aging population by the
employment status indicates that a high percentage of aging
population work as self employed and employers for male than that
for females in 1986-2006.
The percentage distribution of L.F for aging population by
occupation indicates that high percentage of aging population
work as farmers and sale workers might be due to the fact that
working in either agriculture or sale sector is not restricted to a
certain maximum age.
The percentage distribution of L.F for aging population by
economic activity indicates that the percentage of males and
females working in agriculture, hunting and fishing is the highest
for both sexes in the three censuses and the percentage for males
was higher than that for females. The percentage of females
working in commerce, restaurants and hotels, and service activities
was higher than that of males; this pattern was in 1986, 1996, and
2006 censuses.
There are 108 Hostels in 2007 for Aging Population in Some
Governorates in Egypt to serve 4065 persons. Cairo about 45
hostels has about leas than half of these hostels with total number
of 1683 persons. Alexandria about 19 hostels to serve 1046
persons. The rest are distributed among lower and Upper Egypt 24
and 20 hostels respectively.
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13- The percentage distribution of aging population who utilized
pension system in 2008 by type of pension was (732) thousands
aging population utilized 52.1 % of them utilized disability
pensions, and 24.4 % utilized Aging pensions

14- There is an increase in Clubs for Aging population in Some
Governorates in Egypt from 45 clubs in 1989 to serve 7200 to 174
in 2007 to serve 40230 in Cairo 28 clubs to serve 3584 person. In
Upper Egypt there are 61 clubs to serve 10593 person and in lower
Egypt 66 clubs to serve 20692 persons.

Recommendations

According to the results of the present study it could be recommended

that:

1- Expansion of medical facilities particularly in rural areas.

2- Since the study reveals high level of widowed, providing some
social services for this category of aging is quiet important, these
services for this can be for example increasing the aging hostels
and pensions.

3- Expansion of some social programs aiming at providing some

simple work opportunities that is appropriate for their age.
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Summary

The internal migration among Egyptian governorates

during 1996&2006

Introduction:

The internal migration is the most important factor

affecting population redistribution. In Egypt internal
migration is considering as one of the major component of
population changes, beside its effect on different aspects of
economic, social and environmental community. In Egypt we
have no policy-drawn and clear for migration between
governorates, which are highly density populated to those
with low population density.

The main finding:

1.

8.

9.

In and out migration rates by governorates showed the
same downward trend in most of the governorates

between 1996 and 2006.

. No change in net migration rates in the gaining and

losing governorates between 1996&2006 census.

. The largest number of migrants moved from Cairo

governorate.

. The lowest number of migrants within the governorates

of Fayoum and Luxor.

. About 84% of the total migrants in the age between 15

to 64 years.

. The dependency ratio among migrants 19.2%.
. About 66% of the total female migrants are in

reproductive age (15-49).

About 44% of the total migrants at a medium level of
education or higher.

69% of the total migrants were married.

10. 85% of the total migrants were employed.
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11. 17% of the total male migrants engaged in
manufacturing activity.

12. 26% of female migrant workers employed in the
education activity.

13. the main reason of migration are marriage and work

Recommendations:

1- Encourage the migration to new cities.

2- Try to attract population to losing governorates in order
to reduce the negative factors for these governorates.

3- Implement field survey to study the main reasons for
migration and non migration and its effect for migrants
and non migrants in greater Cairo region.





