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SUMMARY

The child labor legislations and it’s implementation in urban

1-

7-

Governorates in Egypt 2001

Almost all working children had no employment card with child’s
photo, no list for their names, ages and date of starting work that
should be existed in a visible place in the workshop.

Only 33% of the working children are working on average from one
to six hours per day and 67% are working seven hours or more per
day, which reaches sometimes around 12 hours per day.

It means that there are great variations between the legal working
hours and the actual one revealed by this study. It seems that the law
is violated, or even faraway beyond those who work in
establishments.

Moreover, about 76% of the working children had work after 6 P.M.
and around 35% of them had rest time less than 60 minutes per day.

About 98% of the working children are receiving their wages by
themselves.

Regrinding health conditions in establishments, the study showed
that, medical care of the working children is very low. Since most of
them reported that no medical certificate granted that the child is
free from diseases and capable for work was asked, nor there regular
chick-up.

About 69% of the working children reported that they had no glass
of milk during the period of work.



Policy implications:

1. It 1s well known that it is not possible to eliminate child labor
phenomenon immediately since it is a deep-rooted problem in the
Egyptian society.

2. This calls for establishing a strategy contains short-term and long term
plans till child labor comes to an end... For short term planning, some
policies should be formulated to provide protection for these children
who are already at work. Thus, this will let the Egyptian children live a
natural life and go through all age stages from being infants, children in
school stage till reaching the youth period (work stage). So they will be
able to participate positively in the stage of the developmental process.

3. The Ministry of Manpower and Migration could give hand to facilitate
the elimination of the problem such as:

= Depends on a number of inspectors to check child labor.

= These work inspectors should carry -out more check visits and
monitor work laws application of “ no work for children under
age 14 “ and be positively sour of prohibiting the worst forms of
child labor.

* They should carrying-out regular check visits and campaings for
dangerous industries firms to assure that they have no working
children and taking the legal procedures against those firms if
they break the labor rules.

* They should list all the threatening and dangerous jobs and
prohibiting the children to work in any of them.

* The Ministry should set clear policies and rules of labor that
include clear instructions to check child labor and to prevent
child labor.

= Balanced assurance of supervision, directing, sudden check visits
and penalties elements should be done.

* The Ministry should take all actions to develop the relations
between employers and labor organizations on one side and labor
unions and local societies on the other side at all levels. This will
lead to the suitable solutions of the problems that would face the
working children.



Summary

Violence against Women and the role of the
Governmental institutes to prevent it

The results show that about half of the ladies that had been married
and in the reproductive age were subject to violence since they
were 15 years old and that one of five ladies were subjected to
violence during the last year of survey and their husbands are the
main cause of this violence and with a less rate for mothers, fathers
and brothers.

Body violence is considered the most spreading where one third of
the ladies that had been married and were subject to body violence
at least once from current marriage or the last, also 18% of the
ladies were subject to violence during the last year of survey.

The result shows that about 18% of the ladies that had been
married and subject to physically violence, also 10% of them had
been subject to violence lately, 7% of the ladies stated that their
husbands has forced them to have sex and that 4% of them were
forced lately to it even.

The result shows that half of the ladies agreed that their husbands
has all the reasons and right to hit his wife in any cause of this
following: If she burnet the food, if she argued with him, if she
went out without his permission, if she were careless to the kids or
if she refused to have sex, also 17% of the ladies believe that there
is a good reason for beating due to the five reasons above.

The percentage of acceptance of beating the ladies increases in the
rural areas compared to the urban areas, especially ladies living in
rural Upper Egypt.

Also, Women in the lowest wealth quintile were more than three
times as likely to consider wife beating to be justified for at last
one of the reasons as women in the highest wealth quintile (74%,
23% respectively).



Summary

The levels and characteristics of unemployment between the

youth, (15-29) 2006

The rapid population growth and socio- economic changes greatly

affect size of labour- force.

The most important factors affecting the size of labour- force and

unemployment is the population structure (age, sex, education and place of

residence).

This study spots the light on the levels and characteristic of

unemployment between the youth in the age groups (15-29 years).

Main findings:

1-

The rate of working population in the age group (15-29 years) in rural
was more than that in urban and the rate of females workers of the age

groups (15-29 years) is less than that of males.

The wunemployment rate among population in age groups
(15-19 « 20-24 < 25-29) increased in Urban (39% ¢ 40% ¢ 22%)
compared with rural (23% ¢« 24% ¢« 13% ) respectively , also the name
pattern was observed among males and females, where females
unemployment rate in the same age increased relative to that among

male one in both urban and rural.

The rate of unemployment of females in the age groups, (15-29 years)

1s more than that of males in both urban and rural areas.



4-

The highest unemployment rate of the age group (15 — 29) was
observed among males who have university education and above
(35 %) and the highest unemployment rate for females was observed

among those who have intermediate education (64%).

The highest male’s unemployment rate in the age group (15 — 29) is
among those who are university graduates (37%) In urban
governorates and (42%) in Lower Egypt, also the highest females

unemployment rate among those who have intermediate education

(71%).

The unemployment rate in rural governorates decreased respectively
(61%, 59%, 54%) among those who have intermediate education and

above, and university education and above if the education increased.



Summary

Levels of Expenditure, Consumption and Production
of Food in Egypt

The main findings of the study are:

1.

In spite of the increase in the average expenditure of the household
expenditure in urban and rural areas during the period 1999-2005 at
current prices, the average expenditure of the household expenditure at
fixed prices decreased during this period by 14.3% in urban areas
against 9.3% in rural areas. In part, this decrease is due to the decrease
in the average household size (from 4.4 to 4.1 persons in urban and from
5.2 to 4.7 persons in rural).

. In urban, the average expenditure per person decreased from LE. 2723

in 1999/2000 to LE 2511 in 2004/2005 at constant prices of 1999/2000,
a percent of decrease is 7.8% during this period. In rural the average
expenditure per person increased from LE1437 in 1999/2000 to LE
1486 in 2004/2005 at constant prices of 1999/2000, a percent of
increase is 3.4% during this period.

. The percentage distribution of the individuals of the households by

expenditure groups was improved in rural areas compare to urban areas
during the period 1999/2000-2004/2005 (at constant priced of
1999/2000) which indicate an improvement in living conditions for the
population in rural areas.

4- The per capita share of cultivated area decreased from 0.13 feddan in

1989/1990 to 0.12 feddan in 2005. Also, the per capita share of the
crop area decreased from 0.26 feddan to 0.21 feddan during the same
period.

5- The per capita share of the agriculture production is L.E. 674 in 1995, it

increased to L.E.820 in 2000 and to L.E.1320 in 2005 (at constant
priced of 1995).

6- During two periods (1995-2000), (2000-2005), there is decrease in the

per capita share of barley ,lentils, beans, lupine, while there is an
increase in the per capita share of wheat, red beet, onion, vegetables.
The per capita share for the other crops increased during the first period
then followed by a decrease in the second period.



7-During the period (2000-2004) there is an increase in the per capita share
of livestock, milk, poultry, eggs and fish at different rates of increase.
While there is decrease in the per capita share of honey from 0.13 Kg.
to 0.11 Kg during the same period.

8- The per capita consumption of agriculture commodities such as maize,
lentils, fruits, livestock, poultry, fish, egg, milk seen to have risen
during the period 1994-2005. Also the per capita consumption of
some industrial food commodities such as oil and sugar increased
during the same period. The increase in the per capita consumption for
some commodities and the decrease for other commodities such as
fruits meats, fish, milk and eggs is due to the changes in the level of
income. In addition the changes in the pattern of consumption is due to
the changes in the supply of the commodities in the local markets
during the period of the study.

9- The self sufficiency ratio in 2005 is lower than 100% for wheat
(61.2%), maize (60.1%), beans (43.4%), lentils (1.8%), livestock
(80.5%) fish (82.3%). The self sufficiency ratio for the other
commodities such as rice, potatoes, vegetables, citrus, is over 100% in
2005 in addition to poultry, milk, and eggs. The self sufficiency ratio is
99.9% for the fruits.

10-The imported food increased from L.E.10442 million in 1995 to
L.E.20709 million in 2005. This increase is due to the increase in the
demand on food commodities and the increase in the number of the
population while the supplied amount of food commodities did not

increase at the same rate of increase. The deficit of balance of food
increase from (L.E-9331) million in 1995 to (L.E.-15746) in 2005



Women’s status and Related Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen
Section One

Introduction
1: Rational of the Study

Women’s status is a complex issue and a hard to define subject.
Around the world, women’s status in each society and culture varies in
different ways. In some societies, women’s status improved gradually,
while in other, it declined or remained unchanged.

The status of women in the Arab region varies greatly from country
to another. Over the last decade, some of Arab nations have implemented
reforms for women’s rights and shown increasing sensitivity towards
gender issues. Governments are committed to work with the international
community and local domestic groups on improving women’s position
and standing.

Strengthening women rights in deciding on marriage and
reproduction and use of family planning would empower them and lead to
decrease of fertility and more use of family planning . Increasing
investments in girl’s education and women access to work opportunities
is a crucial issue in women empowerment. (Refaat, A., and Dandash,
KH., 1998).

Some of Arab governments speed up the formulation of policies
and take action necessary for providing the appropriate environment and
preparing the prerequisites for effectively responding to women’s critical
areas. These concerns are including:- acquisition of legal rights,
participation in decision-making ,raising awareness, improvement of the
level and quality of education, eradication of illiteracy, rehabilitation,
creation of job opportunities, alleviation of poverty, provision of health
services including medical and psychological counseling services (all
reproductive health aspects), protection of the environment and the
utilization of the media as a means for development. At the same time,
some other countries did very little for women development.

Therefore, the present study will focuses on the women’s status in
three Arab countries are selected to represent; high, medium, and low
level of women status in these countries which depend mainly on the
available published data in these countries in order to study the
relationship between status of women and Millennium Development
Goals in these three selected countries.
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2: Importance of the Study

There is a growing interest of women to enlarge their role and raise
their status especially after the International Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD) that held in Cairo in 1994. It gave great
concern to women and related issues. Accordingly, improving women’s
status is one of the main programs and policies topics for many countries.

Today, in the Arab World, some of the most important debates are
on women’s role in society. The debates reveals the resistance of some to
change women’s roles, and the conviction of others that, unless there is
change, Arab society will find it difficult to move forward, at the
economic and political levels as well as at the social level . (Hijab, Nadia,
1994) Moreover, the United Nations put the Millennium Development
Goals to be achieved by all countries by 2017 which included some direct
goals related to improve women’s status and eliminate all types of
discriminations against women and some indirect goals related to
improve women’s health, education and political participation of women
in order to achieve the targeted country development.

It is important to monitoring the expected development in women’s
status in the three Arab countries with respect to Millennium
Development Goals MDG.

It is well known that the new century opened with an unprecedented
declaration of solidarity and determination to rid the world of poverty.

Based on the declaration, UNDP has worked with other UN
departments, funds and programs, the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), and the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) on a concise set of goals, numerical targets
and quantifiable indicators to assess progress. The new set is known as
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which summarize the
development goals agreed on at international conferences and world
summits during the 1990s. In 2000 the UN Millennium Declaration,
adopted at the largest-ever gathering of heads of state, committed
countries- rich and poor- to doing all they can to eradicate poverty,
promote human dignity and equality and achieve peace, democracy and
environmental sustainability. World leaders promised to work together to
meet concrete targets for advancing development and reducing poverty
by 2015 or earlier. MDGs include the following eight goals, 18 targets
and 48 indicators. The MGDs are to be achieved between 1990 and 2015.
(Human Development Report, 2003).



The Goals are:

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.

Achieve universal primary education.

Promote gender equality and empower women.
Reduce child mortality.

Improve Reproductive Health.

Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.
Ensure environmental sustainability.

Developing a global partnership for aid, trade and
debt relief.

03NN KW~

All Arab states agree that human development is a fundamental
aspiration: In affirmation of this commitment, all countries in the region
adopted the Millennium Declaration from which the eight MDGs are
derived. (UNDP, the MDGs in Arab Countries, 2003)

The present study will try to show and follow up the efforts that are
currently focus the achievements of some of the Millennium Goals by
2015 which are related to the status of women namely are:

Achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and
empower women, reduce child mortality for both sexes, and improve
reproductive health.

3: Objectives of the Study

This study attempts to document the current situation of Arab
women in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen. More specifically, in accordance to
what previously mentioned and according to the availability of data in the
selected countries, the main objectives of the present study can be stated
as follows:

1. Monitoring the developing in women status in the three

countries with respect to Millennium Development Goals.

2. Highlighting the achieving of the Millennium Development

Goals related to women’s status.

3. Suggesting some policy implications to enhance women status

in terms of in the three Arab countries.

4: Data Sources

The present study is primary based on the following sources of data
to achievement the study objectives:
1 Arab Human Development Report (2002).
2 The International Human Development Report (2003), (2004),
(2005) (20006).
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5: Literature Review

Indeed, there is a wealth of studies that were done in the
relationship between some characteristics of women and their fertility and
family planning. Here is a summary of them.

El-Deeb,B. (1993) investigate the relationship between
women’s status, fertility and family planning. The results of 1991
Egyptian PAPCHILD Survey proved the strong negative relationship
between fertility and both women’s educational level and women’s
participation in labor force. There was a difference in fertility between the
highest educated women (secondary+) and that of the lowest educational
level (illiterates and having no certificates). The impact of ever-worked
for cash on both current and cumulative fertility was clearly shown. There
was around one child difference between fertility of ever and never
worked women for cash. There are tremendous impact of women’s status
on current use of contraceptives. However, the positive impact of
women’s educational level on proportion of current use of contraceptives
is stronger and highly significant than that of women’s work status.

Zurayk H. (1994) examines women’s reproductive health status
and social conditions in Arab countries. Reproductive health is defined
within the context of reproductive choice, successful childbearing,
freedom from gynecological disease and risk, and dignity. The conclusion
is drawn that reproductive health is better in those countries that have
invested in health services (Gulf countries). Low reproductive health is
evident in resource-poor countries such as Mauritania, Somalia, Sudan
and Yemen. The example of Egypt illustrates the diversity of
reproductive health within a country due to differences by region,
urban/rural residence and educational level. Even countries that show
improvements in women’s reproductive health services still have large
numbers of women suffering from reproductive health problems. These
women also live in social conditions which aggravate their health
problems and undermine the health of their children and families. Most
Arab health services address women’s needs for family planning, prenatal
care, and successful childbearing, but improvements are needed in
services for treatment of gynecological diseases and their risk on women
health in addition to helping women to overcome constraints on their use
of health services.
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Kishar and Neitzer (1996) examined women status indicators from
the DHS data of 25 countries. They defined education as it implies
literacy, awareness in addition to formal female education. Employment
by giving women access to non-kin settings and access to and control
over financial resources, can be a mean of higher status. They concluded
that there is a great interdependence among the multiple aspects of
women status.

El-Deeb, B. i1999) examined the relationship between women’s
status and child health in Libya, Egypt, and Sudan. The study confirmed
the direct positive relationship between mother’s education and child
health. However, mother’s work status showed a direct positive
relationship with child health in Egypt and the relation was not clear in
Sudan and Libya.

Ashford, L. et.al (2003) provided a brief highlights of surveys
taken in eleven countries, covering a wide range of women‘s health topics
and providing in—depth information on attitudes and behaviors related to
reproductive health. The survey results gave program  officials,
researchers, and policymakers an opportunity to learn about the
characteristics of women who have the greatest health needs and the
factors that lead to increased contraceptive use, reduced reliance on
abortion, and other changes in women’s reproductive health behavior.

The United Nation Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM),
(2004) released its Progress of Arab Women report which reveals that
while Arab countries have taken steps to improve a lot of the Arab
world’s women (140 million women), there still remains much to be done
to eradicate “gender imbalance”. It highlight the challenges facing Arab
Women. The report provides an in depth picture of the problems faced by
Arab Women in all sectors; health, education, environment, family, and
employment. It addressed the current status of Arab Women in a
historical, political, ideological, and social context.

6: Organization of the Study

The study comprises. Three sections. Following the
introduction, section two presented Millennium Development Goals
(MDG) related to women’s status in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen. Section
three includes the summary and policy implications.
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Section Two

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Related to Women’s
status in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

I- Achieve Universal Primary Education.

The goal focuses on: Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere,
boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary
schooling. The principal indicators used to measure progress towards the
ultimate objective of achieving universal primary education are:

1- Net enrolment ratio in primary education.

2- Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 5.

3- Literacy rate of 15-24 year olds.

As stated in the Human Development Repot (2003) that lack of
education robs an individual of a full life. It also robs society of a
foundation for sustainable development because education is critical to
improving health, nutrition and productivity. The education Goal is thus
central to meeting the other Goals. (HDR, 2003). However, across
developing regions, more than 80% of children are enrolled in primary
school, and in Arab states 77%.

1- Net Enrolment Ratio in Primary Education:

Enrollment rates witnessed a steady increase during the 1990s in the
three Arab countries under study (as shown in table 2.1). Accordingly,
they could achieve universal coverage in primary education for boys and
girls. It can be noticed that Egypt and Tunisia will be able to achieve
universal primary education before 2015, while Yemen will be able to
achieve it by 2015 if the tremendous rate of increase remains as the same
as that of 2000 and 2003 till 2015.

Table 1
Actual Net Enrollment Ratio of Primary Education during
(1990/91-2003/2004) and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and

Yemen
Country 1990/1991 2000/2001 2003/2004 2015
Egypt 84 91 95 100
Tunisia 94 97 97 100
Yemen 52 67 75 99

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2004, 2006.
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2 - Proportion of Pupils Starting Grade 1 who Reach Grade 5:

Significant progress has been achieved in proportion of pupils starting
grade 1 who reach grade 5 in the three Arab countries between 1990 and
2003, (table 2.2) which means that dropout rates greatly decreased. The
three countries will be able to achieve this target before 2015.

Table 2
Actual Proportion of Pupils Starting Grade 1 Who Reach Grade 5
during (1990/91-2002/2003) and the Target in 2015 in Egypt,
Tunisia and Yemen

Country 1990/1991 2000/2001 2002/2003 2015
Egypt 84 87 95 99
Tunisia 87 93 97 100
Yemen 76 81 73 79

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2004, 2006.

3- Literacy Rate of 15-24 vear olds:

Literacy rate among population aged 15-24 year witnessed an
observed improvement in Tunisia and Egypt as shown in (table 2.3),
hence they will be able to achieve nearly the target before 2015. while
Yemen will not be able to achieve it completely by 2015 Extra
momentum 1s needed in Yemen, where slow advancement entrenches
already existing low literacy rates.

Table 3
Actual Literacy Rate of 15-24 Years old during (1990/91-
2003/2004) and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

Country | 1990/1991 2000/2001 2003/2004 2015
Egypt 61 70 85 99
Tunisia 84 93 94 100
Yemen 50 65 70 93

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2002, 2005

Two major challenges-, which are strongly linked-, are now facing

the Yemeni education systems: the first is the poor quality of education;
the second is the lower access of education especially among females

(equity).
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I1. Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women.

This goal has a target namely:
Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably
by 2005 and to all levels of education no later than 2015. The indicators
underlining are:
1- Ratio of boys to girls in primary, secondary and tertiary education.
2-Ratio of literate females to males of 15-24 years old.
3-Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector.
4-Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament.

Promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment in its
broader scope is a key objective of the Millennium Declaration, though
eliminating disparities in primary and secondary education is the only
quantitative target set. Women are the primary caregivers in almost all
societies. Thus their education contributes more to the health and
education of the next generation than does that of men- even more so
when women also have a strong say in family decisions. As they get
older, educated girls have fewer and healthier children, hastening the
transition to lower fertility rates. Better-educated, healthier women also
contribute to higher productivity and thus to higher household incomes.
(HDR, 2003) Hence, some selected indicators were chosen in order to
monitor and evaluate these goals, which are:

1- Ratio of Boys to Girls in Primary, Secondary and Tertiary
Education:

The ratio of females to males in primary education in Egypt
increased from 80% in 1990/91 to 97% in 2003/2004. In secondary
education, the pace of increase was faster, the ratio of females to males
increased from 77% in 1990/91 to 94% in 2003/2004, this ratio improved
also for tertiary education from 74% in 1990/91 to 86% in 2003/2004 (as
shown in table 2.4). These increasing ratios of females to males in
education levels are due to the growing access of girls to education. It is
probable that Egypt was being able to eliminate gender disparity primary
and secondary education by 2005, but not at tertiary education. However,
it is likely that it will be able to eliminate gender disparity at all levels of
education by 2015 if the pace of increase remains as that between 2000
and 2003.

In Tunisia, 2000/2001 already achieved the equal ratio of females
to males in primary education. Moreover, Tunisia was able to eliminate
gender disparity at all levels of education by 2005. Yemen, is far from
achieving the Goal, it will not be able to eliminate gender disparity at all
levels of education by 2015. However, in primary education, it will be
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able to eliminate gender equality by 2015 if it reserved the pace of
increase between 2000 and 2003.

Table 4
Actual Ratio of Boys to Girls in Primary, Secondary and Tertiary
Education During (1990/91-2003/2004) and the Target in 2015 in
Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

1990/1991

2000/2001

2003/2004

2015

Egypt

Tunisia

Yemen

Egypt

Tunisia

Yemen

Egypt

Tunisia

Yemen

Egypt

Tunisia

Yemen

Primary

80

85

45

88

99

58

97

100

73

108

118

94

Secondary

77

84

29

93

105

40

94

104

46

116

133

66

Tertiary

74

68

40

85

97

28

86

136

38

100

201

26

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2004, and 2006.

2- Ratio of Literate Females to Males aged 15-24:

The data in (table 2.5) shows that the ratio increased in Egypt from
72% 1n 1990/91 to 85% in 2003/2005; hence, it will be able to eliminate
gender disparity in ratio of literate females to males of 15-24 years old by
2015. This may be due to the efforts of the government in this respect.
Tunisia will be able to reach the Goal before 2015 if it keeps the rate of
increase between 1990/91 and 2002/2003. Yemen will also be able
completely to achieve the Goal by 2015, keeping the current rate of
increase between 2000 and 2005 as the same till 2015.

Table 5
Actual Ratio of Literate Females to Males Aged 15-24 During
(1990/91-2003/2005) and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and

Yemen
Country 1990/1991 2000/2001 2003/2005 2015
Egypt 72 83 85 100
Tunisia 81 92 96 100
Yemen 34 58 60 100

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2003, 2004, and 2006.

The major challenge that faces the Egyptian and Yemeni governments
in closing the gender gap in primary and secondary and in reducing the
gender gap in literacy among those aged 15-24 is mainly poverty, which
exacerbates gender disparities in education. Poverty was also among the
principal reasons for dropping out of school. Moreover, traditions and
cultural factors remain a major constraint to girl’s education in Egypt and
Yemen as well.
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3- Share of Women in Wage Employment in the Non-agricultural
Sector:

The female’s participation rates in the three countries are still
lagging behind that of males and far less than the relative share of women
in the total population. Table (2.6) show that between 1990 and 2001, the
female’s share in wage employment in non-agricultural sector in Egypt
was between 21% and 20% respectively; hence, it would not be able to
achieve the Goal by 2015. The ratio in Tunisia was ranged 20%-21%
between 1990/91 and 2000/2001, reached 24% in 2003/2005. Yemen will
not be able to achieve the Goal by 2015, the ratio falling from 9% in
1990/91 to 7% in 2003/2005.

In the three countries, there was no progress or even regression in
this area. The major challenge that faces the women employment is the
unfavorable economic conditions and the expected slow rate of growth in
the near future, as unemployment rates tend to increase specially in Egypt
and Yemen. It is therefore unlikely that there will be new job
opportunities created and even less for women.

Table 6
Actual Share of Women in Wage Employment in the Non-
agricultural Sector During (1990/91-2003/2005) and the Target in
2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

Country 1990/1991 2000/2001 2003/2005 2015
Egypt 21 20 20 19
Tunisia 20 21 24 25
Yemen 9 6 7 5

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2003, 2004.
Women of our world, 2005.

4- Proportion of Seats Held by Women in National Parliaments:

Achieving gender equality and empowerment of women became even
more difficult on the political front. Egyptian women still occupy an
insignificant number of seats in parliament 4% in 1990 falling to 2% in
2004; it will not be able to achieve the Goal by 2015 if the rate remains
the same as that between 1990 and 2004. Tunisia witnessed a steady
increase during the period between 1990(4%) to (7%) in 2000 to 23% in
2004, it will be able to achieve (43%) by 2015, Yemen is far from
achieving the Goal even by 2015 (table 2.7).

-17-




There are in Egypt and Tunisia great governmental and non-
governmental efforts to enhance women political participation and to
ensure fair representation that reflects their weight in the society.
Enhancing women participation in the political life and purcell of the
political reform is currently a part in the political life of the country.
(Reporting on the MDGs at the country level, Egypt, 2004).

The challenge that comforting women’s greater political
participation is the cultural factor that supports women’s role in the
private domain and the traditional role of being wives and mothers.

Table 7
Actual Proportion of Seats Held by Women in National Parliament
during (1990-2004) and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and

Yemen
Country 1990 2000 2003 2004 2015
Egypt 4 2 2 2 1
Tunisia 4 7 12 23 43
Yemen 4 1 0.7 0.3 0.7

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2003, 2004, and 2006.
Women of our world, 2005.

I Reduce Child Mortality

The goal of the MDGs involves:
Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under five-mortality
rate. It involves the following indicators:

1-Under five mortality rate.

2-Infant mortality rate.

3-Proportion of one-year-old children immunized against measles.

The infant and child mortality rates are considered among o the
most complex indicators in development. They reflect the efficiency of
the health system as well as the influence of some socio-economic and
cultural factors on child survival. (Reporting on the MDGs at the country
level, Egypt, 2004).

Achieving Millennium Development Goals —reducing under five
mortality by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015- will require addressing
the main causes of child mortality. Technical interventions must focus on
malnutrition, infectious and parasitic diseases and immunizations,
delivered through a strengthened basic health care system. (HDR, 2003).
To monitor the achievements towards this goal, the following indicators
are focused:
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1- Under Five Mortality Rate:

The goal of reducing fewer than five mortality rates by two-thirds
between 1990 and 2015 would be achieved by 2015 in Egypt and Tunisia
at the current rate of decline and child mortality is expected to reach 21
per 1000 in Egypt and 12 per 1000 in Tunisia. Regarding Yemen,
improvements during 2001-2005 are not shown. This means they are not
likely to meet MDG target, without much faster progress. (see table 2.8).

Table 8
Under Five Mortality Rate (per 1000 live birth) During 1992-2005
and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen.

Country 1992 2001 2005 2015
Egypt 85 54 36 21
Tunisia 52 27 25 12
Yemen 142 107 129 94

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2003 and 2006.

2- Infant Mortality Rate:

To achieve the MDGs of reducing infant mortality by two-thirds of
the level existed in 1990 could be achieved in Egypt and Tunisia, while in
Yemen it is not expected to reach the target. (As shown in table 2.9).
The Goals for infant and under-five child mortality are the most difficult
and slowest to show progress, as they require systemic improvements in
the health care delivery system particularly at the primary care level in
addition to overall socio-economic development of the community.

Table 9
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1000 live birth) During 1990-2004 and the
Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen.

Country 1990 2001 2004 2015
Egypt 76 35 26 12
Tunisia 37 21 21 12
Yemen 98 79 79 64

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2003 and 2006.

3- Proportion of One Year Old Children Immunized Against
Measles:

Measles and its complications, particularly diarrhea and pneumonia,
are the main causes of childhood mortality. The increase in immunization
coverage is excellent preventative measure that will contribute to the
reduction of mortality and enhance achievements of the child health goal
for the Millennium. There has been noticeable progress in immunization
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coverage for measles in Egypt where it increased from 86% in 1990 to
97% in 2001. It is expected that Egypt will achieve the Goal of full
measles immunization before 2015 if the rate of progress remains the
same as that between 1990 and 2001. In Tunisia, there has been
noticeable decreasing in immunization coverage for measles where it
decreased from 93% in 1990 to 92% in 2001. It will be nearly able to
achieve the target by 2015. Although the immunization coverage for
measles in Yemen increased from 69% in 1990 to 79% in 2001, but it
decreased again to 76% in 2004, hence, it is expected that Yemen will not
be able to achieve the target comepletly by 2015(see table 2.10). Yemen
is in need for additional efforts in this area.

Table 10
Proportion of One Year Old Children Immunized Against Measles
During 1990-2004 and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and

Yemen.
Country 1990 2001 2004 2015
Egypt 86 97 97 100
Tunisia 93 92 95 94
Yemen 69 79 76 87

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2003 and 2006.

IV- Improve Maternal Health.

The target: Reduce by three-quarter between 1990 and 2015, the
maternal mortality ratio.
Indicators:

1- Maternal mortality ratio.

2- Proportion of births attended by skilled health personal.

3- Contraceptive prevalence rate.

Every year about 500,000 women worldwide die from
complications arising from pregnancy and childbirth. (HDR, 2003). To
achieve MDG-reducing maternal mortality ratio by three-quarter between
1990 and 2015- developing countries must expend access to skilled birth
attendants, emergency obstetric services and reproductive health care,
bringing these services together within a functioning health and referral
system. Countries must also address the broader social issues that inhibit
women from seeking health care. (HDR, 2003). To monitor this target,
the indicators used are:
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1- Maternal Mortality Ratio:

Maternal death was found to occur more commonly within 24
hours of delivery and was caused by several factors most of which are
preventable. (Reporting on the MDGs at the country level, Egypt, 2004).
The MMR will be expected to reach 39 per 100,000 and 26 per 100,000
live births in Egypt and Tunisia respectively before 2015, if the rate of
decline remains constant as that between 1990 and 2000 (as shown in
table 2.11). This figure is below the three-quarter reduction
(42.5/100,000) for both Egypt and Tunisia of the 1990 figure by about
(10%) in Egypt and about the half in Tunisia. Yemen will achieve MMR
less than the three-quarter reduction (212.5/100,000) of the level in
1990(238/100,000 live births). It is estimated that the MMR will be
continue to decline and the target will be achieved.

Table 11
Maternal Mortality Ratio during 1990-2004 and the Target in 2015 in
Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

Country 1990 2000 2004 2015
Egypt 170 84 84 39
Tunisia 170 70 69 26
Yemen 850 570 370 238

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2003 and 2006.

2- Proportion of Births Attended by skilled Health Personal:

Reducing maternal mortality will require substantially increasing the
number of skilled attendants, especially in areas underserved by the
health system. Skilled attendants must be able to recognize the onset of
complications, perform essential interventions, start treatment, and
supervise the referral of mother and baby for emergency when necessary
(Emergency Obstetric Services). (HDR, 2003).

The rise in this proportion reflects improvement in health service
provision and an increased awareness in the community of the high risks
associated with births in inappropriate environment or in the absence of
trained midwives, nurses or physicians (Reporting on the MDGs at the
country level, Egypt, 2004).

Table (2.12) shows an increasing trend in seeking professional
assistance during delivery in Egypt and Tunisia. Assuming seeking the
care of skilled health personnel during birth remains at the current levels
in both countries, it would be expected that before 2015 coverage could
achieve the Goal. Yemen would not be able completely to fulfill the Goal
by 2015.
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Table 12
Proportion of Births Attended by Skilled Health Personal During
1990-2004 and the Target in 2015 in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen

Country 1990 2001 2004 2015
Egypt 41 61 69 100
Tunisia 60 90 90 100
Yemen 16 22 27 37

Sources: Human Development Reports, 1994, 2003 and 2006.

3- Contraceptive Prevalence Rate:

Increasing access to contraception can significantly reduce
maternal deaths simply by reducing the number of times that a woman
becomes pregnant and so the risks from related complications. Thus
achieving this Goal will require rapidly expanding access to reproductive
health care. (HDR, 2003).

Keeping the current momentum of achievement in contraceptives
use, it is expected that Egypt and Tunisia could reach a CPR of 74% and
79% respectively by 2015, while in Yemen if the utilization of family
planning is remain constant as the rate between 1990 and 2005, CPR
might reach 49% by 2015. (As table 2.13 shows).

Several challenges to improving maternal health care attributable to
non-health related elements particularly cultural attitudes encouraging
early marriage, early pregnancy and short spacing between pregnancies.
Family planning is important for the reduction of MMR, another
challenge is the quality of the training of medical professionals and their
ability to follow guidelines in service delivery. Religious figures and
community leaders play an important role in shaping people’s perceptions
of family planning and the use of modern contraceptives. Female
illiteracy is another factor influencing women’s access to health care and
their ability to make decisions.

Table 13
Percentage of Current Married Women of Reproductive Age Using
Family Planning Methods During 1990-2004 and the Target in 2015
in Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen.

Country 1990 2001 2005 2015
Egypt 45 56 60 74
Tunisia 50 63 63 79
Yemen 9 21 21 49

Sources: Human Development Reports, 2003.
Women of our World, 2005.  Yemeni Family Health Survey, 2003.
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Tablel4
Summary Table: Progress towards the MDGs in the Three Arab
Countries 1990-2005.

On Track
Egypt | Tunisia | Yemen

Achieve  Universal Primary

Education: v v v
1- Net enrolment ratio in primary | ¥/ v v
education. v v v
2- Proportion of pupils starting

grade 1 who

reach grade 5.
3- Literacy rate of 15-24 year olds.

Promote Gender Equality and
Empower Women:

1- Ratio of boys to girls in primary, | v/ v x
secondary and tertiary
education. v v v

x
x
x

2-Ratio of literate females to males
of 15-24 years old.

3-Share of women in wage|* v x
employment in the non-
agricultural sector.

4-Proportion of seats held by
women in national parliament.

Reduce Child Mortality:

1-Under five mortality rate. v v x

2-Infant mortality rate. v v x

3-Proportion  of  one-year-old | v v x

children immunized against

measles.

Improve Maternal Health:

1- Maternal mortality ratio. v v v

2- Proportion of births attended by | v/ v x
v v x

skilled health personal.
3- Contraceptive prevalence rate.

If the MDGs are to be met by 2015, better statistics will be needed
to document progress, to mobilize the people and to design policy
reforms based on evidence, not only on economic theory.
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Section Three
Summary and policy implications

1- Summary of the Results:

The present study showed the efforts that are currently focus on
achieving some of the Millennium Goals by 2015, which are related to
women’s status namely; achieve universal primary education, promote
gender equality and empower women, reduce child mortality, improve
reproductive health.

It is probable that Egypt and Tunisia will be able to achieve universal
primary education before 2015, while Yemen will be able to achieve it by
2015 if the rate of increase remains as the same as that of 2000 and 2003.

Significant progress has been achieved in proportion of pupils
starting grade 1 who reach grade 5 in the three Arab countries. Egypt and
Tunisia will be able to achieve this target before 2015, while Yemen will
probably not to be able to achieve it completely by 2015.

Regarding literacy rate among population aged (15-24) years, it
witnessed an observed improvement in Tunisia; accordingly, Tunisia will
be able to achieve the target before 2015, while Yemen and Egypt will
not be able to achieve it completely by 2015.

Regarding to the ratio of boys to girls in primary, secondary and
tertiary education, it is probable that Egypt will be able to eliminate
gender disparity at all levels of education by 2015 if the pace of increase
remains as that between 2000 and 2003. However, Tunisia, already
achieved this goal, Tunisia was able to eliminate gender disparity at all
levels of education by 2005. But Yemen, is farther far from achieving the
Goal, it will not be able to eliminate gender disparity at all levels of
education by 2005.

Egypt will be able to eliminate gender disparity in ratio of literate
females to males of 15-24 years old by 2015. Tunisia will be able to reach
the Goal before 2015 if it keeps the rate of increase between 1990/91 and
2003/2004. While Yemen will not be able completely to achieve the Goal
by 2015.

Referring to females share in wage employment in non-agricultural
sector, the three countries will not be able to achieve the Goal by 2015.
Regarding the share of women in parliament, Egyptian women still
occupy an insignificant number of seats in parliament; it will not be able
to achieve the Goal by 2015 if the rate remains the same as that between
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1990 and 2004. On the other hand, Tunisia witnessed a steady increase
during the period between 1990(4%) to (7%) in 2000 to 23% in 2004;
hence it will be able to be very close achieving the Goal (43%)by 2015,
Yemen is far from achieving the Goal by 2015.

The Goal of reducing fewer than five mortality rates by two-thirds
between 1990 and 2015 would be achieved by 2015 in Egypt and Tunisia
at the current rate of decline. Regarding Yemen, improvement has been
too slow, which means they are not able to meet MDG target. To achieve
the MDGs of reducing infant mortality by two-thirds, Egypt and Tunisia
have to set a goal of IMR 12/1000 by 2015, i.e. they will reach the target
before 2015 while Yemen is not expected to reach the target. There has
been noticeable progress in immunization coverage against measles in
Egypt, it is expected that Egypt will achieve the Goal of full measles
immunization before 2015 if the rate of progress remains the same as that
between 1990 and 2001, while in Tunisia and Yemen, there has been
noticeable decreasing in immunization coverage for measles, they will
not be able to achieve the target by 2015.

It is estimated that the MMR will be continue to decline and the
target will be achieved in the three countries by 2015. Assuming seeking
the care of skilled health personnel during birth remains at the current
levels in both Egypt and Tunisia, it would be expected that before 2015
coverage could achieve the Goal. While Yemen would not be able
completely to fulfill the Goal by 2015.

Keeping the current momentum of achievement in contraceptives
use, it inspected that Tunisia and Egypt could reach a CPR of 79% and
74% respectively by 2015, while in Yemen if the utilization of family
planning is remain constant as the rate between 1990 and 2005, CPR
might reach 49% by 2015.

Finally, it was noticed that Tunisia and Egypt were be able to
reach most of the MDGs by 2015 if they keep the rate at the same level
between 1990-2005, while Yemen was not be able to achieve most of
expected targets.

2- Policy Implications:

There must be a concerted drive to advance gender equality through various relevant
strategies, some main recommendations to the decision makers in the three Arab
countries in order to improve women’s status in those Arab region, are outlined
below.
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Raising awareness through the media

Upgrade the role of mass media in promoting sustainable human
development services, and especially issues regarding women’s rights in
the three Arab countries under study can greatly lead to substantial
improvements in women’s status.

Improving legislative systems

Improvements within the legislative system are needed to remove
impediments to gender equality and to reform those laws that
discriminate against women. To increase women’s representation in all
political administrations and to adopt a positive approach on favor of
women through allocating quotas to women in the executive and judiciary
authorities.

Revising educational curricula

Governments of the three Arab countries should deal with
women’s education as phenomena of a change. Educational curricula in
school need to be reviewed and change to one that will develop Arab
women as a global learner not as local or regional learner. Additionally,
these revisions need to be undertaken such that the enhanced educational
systems provide women with necessary knowledge and skills to compete
in the labor market.

Creating job opportunities and expanding the labor force

Likewise, encouraging all small-scale developmental projects run
by women, and supporting the experiment of in kind rotational loans
among needy populations is a very important issue.

e Since the factor most often cited as crucial for characterizing the
improved reproductive health behavior in Tunisia is the viability of
legal and political support of gender equity, equality and
empowerment of women and their reproductive health rights, all
political and community leaders are urged to play a strong, sustained
and highly visible role in promoting and legitimizing the provision
and use of family planning and reproductive health services in both of
Egypt and Yemen.

e All health indicators in Yemen seemed to be the lowest. Hence,
national and international support is strongly needed in Yemen.

e Current trends suggest that Egyptian and Yemeni family planning
programs need to strengthen efforts to meet unmet need and to
provide more explicit links between contraceptive services and post
abortion counseling to reduce unintended pregnancies and the need for
abortion.

- 26 -



¢ Increasing availability and accessibility of all health services is needed
and focus on priority issues such as high fertility and maternal
mortality in the three countries under study to improve the
reproductive health indicators. Encouragement to find and use the
nearest health services in all cases should be raised. Reproductive
health programs could play an important role in decreasing maternal
mortality in the three countries, in general, and in Yemen in particular.
It should include in addition to family planning, the need for prenatal
and postnatal care and safe motherhood delivery.

e Strengthen the schools curriculum with the basic knowledge related to
reproductive health, since knowledge and skills are the base for sound
future attitude and behavior particularly in Egypt and Yemen.

o Additional researches on women’s status are needed. Some more
studies and researches could enrich the background of policy makers
and workers in different ministries related to women’s status to
facilitate formulating comprehensive plans and strategies directed to
improve women’s status.
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